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Between Asiago and Grappa and along the
Piave, in the coldest winters of the century, there
was a unique war in the history of man. Austrian
and Italian soldiers fought in extreme climatic
conditions, in a constant battle where even nature
was hostile. Shelters and protections stud
these area, as proof of the courage,
perseverance and spirit of sacrifice of those called
upon to fight a terrible war that has become a
legend.

"It is best to live a day
as alion rather than
100 years as a
sheep”,

this famous sentence
written on the wall of a
house in Fagare in June
1918 had always been
attributed to an unknown
soldier. In reality the
author of this sentence
was an ex fighter,
Bernardo Vicario, who in
a letter dated 23.10.1931
explained: "... | wrote this
legend on the evening of
the 14th June 1918, at
19:00, six hours before
the bombardments that
eliminated my battalion
leaving just a few
survivors. The late Major
Rivoli Cav. Carlo dictated
this legend to me and |,
as a sapper of

the battalion obeyed
his instructions and
wrote as best as |
could on that wall at
the entrance to the
village, where the |
Battalion of the 201
Infantry Regiment
was located..."
From Aquile e
Angeli,

sul Grappa e sul
Piave

Piero Tessaro 1997




(...) "lwant to tell you

bout how | spend my time

t us on the front.

shoot you ".

"White flags

could be seen from the enemy as they

moved
shook hands and

exchanged cigarettes, tobacco and bread ".

"We spent a fi

alking around together as it
had become paradise. But all of a sudd!

1 a cannon

fired into the air from one sid

From a collection of letters by G. Procacci 1993

Carlo Orelli had fought in
the trenches of the first
world war, and survived
the machine guns, the
snipers and the shots of
the Austrian howitzers.
Today at 109 years of age
he explains: "It's not
like in a movie. The
cannon does not go:
boom. Too far from the
trenches. The cannon
makes a grumbling noise,
a far off sound, then a
whistle that becomes
louder and louder, closer
and closer. The shell is
about to arrive.
Sometimes it does not
even explode
immediately. Sometimes it
does not explode at all. It
is the lottery of death.”

tant battle
re involved in
n the Piave on the
h day, continued
victoriously. From the
slopes of the hills of
Valdobbiadene to the
Treviso-Oderzo railway,
our troops and allies
repossessed the left
side of the river in just
two days of glorious
battles. Troops from the
12th Army took the hills
of Valdobbiadene by
storm: the 138th French
giment took the
Mount Pianar by storm.
The plain of Sernaglia
is in our
possession".

"On 27th December, accompanied by Major Pisapia,
| visited the plaster cast Museum of Canova and
my impressions were very strong. The Museum,
struck completely by two howitzers, had a
sensational aspect. Having crossed the first arch, |
was almost paralysed and a knot in my throat
prevented me from answering the questions of the
major: | am morally wounded. Seeing that place,
sacred to artists and venerable to the memory of the
great Canova that had spent his life among that
marble, transformed into a cemetery!...The
wickedness of war had saved nothing".

From Aquile e Angeli, sul Grappa e sul Piave Piero
Tessaro 1997

"The patrols advanced on
the combat front are just
twenty or thirty steps
away, the first line is just
three hundred steps away
from the enemies that are
well hidden and protected
by barbed wire... and all
of a sudden an explosion

B

of infantry fire. It has the
effect of a liberation, like a
bath after having marched
through dust. Men can no
longer hold themselves
back: just like somebody
that gets undressed, bags
are thrown on the ground,
an impetuous
advancement begins.
From one tree to another,
from one protection to
another; led by officials.”
From R. Musil, Der
parallele Krieg

(The parallel war)
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Walther Schaumann
Peter Schubert
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Editors
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Peter Fiala

Mursia Editor
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ADDIO ALLE ARMI
(A farewell to arms)

Ernest Hemingway
Mondadori 1965

"... infantry battalions move down from our area and
run towards to the shaky bridge. Here and there
shrapnel falls onto the troops. Men start to shout and
some of them fall into the water. But the first have
now arrived, a group, a second group. They are
already starting to loose breath. All of a
sudden a cloud of black smoke rises half
way across the bridge. A target struck
completely. The narrow footbridge is broken and its
remains are pushed away by the current. Groups of
men fall into the water in fear, they swim, they fight,
they drown. Others reach the bank, but fall under the
rain of lead of Italian shrapnel ".

From Das Ende einer Armee (The end of an army) by
Fritz Weber, Mursia Editor
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